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 The Community Relations Committee of the Judicial Conference of Indiana met 

at the offices of the Indiana Judicial Center on August 15, 2008. 

 

1. Members present.  The following members of the Community Relations 

Committee were present:  Gail Bardach, Joseph Trout, H.L. Whitis, and Robert 

Altice, chair. 

 

2. Staff assistance.  Jenny Bauer and Kathryn Dolan provided staff assistance to the 

Committee. 

 

3. Approval of minutes.  The minutes from the March 2008 meeting were 

approved. 

 

4. IJA Awards.  Jenny Bauer reported that two judges were nominated for the 

judicial award—Judge Julie Cantrell of Lake Superior Court and Judge Michael 

Cloud of Orange Superior Court.  Jenny Bauer withdrew the nomination that she 

submitted for the media award.  Judge Altice nominated Steve Key, general 

counsel for the Hoosier State Press Association, for the media award.  After 

discussion, the committee voted to give the awards to Judge Cantrell and Steve 

Key. 

 

5. Advisory Committee on Media Relations.  Judge Altice suggested scheduling a 

meeting of the Advisory Committee on Media Relations in conjunction with the 

Annual Meeting of the Judicial Conference.  The committee asked Jenny Bauer to 

contact the media members about meeting in the Hyatt Regency Hotel on 

September 9
th

 at 4:30 a.m. 

 

6. Committee projects.  Judge Altice proposed a new project for the committee that 

he called “adopt a judge/adopt a school”.  He explained that this project would 

link judges with schools for presentations about the law—similar to a speaker’s 

bureau of judges that would be available to schools.  The committee discussed the 

idea of recruiting judges to participate in this project and then posting a list of 

available judges on the Supreme Court website.  Judge Altice suggested drafting a 

letter to send to judges explaining project and asking for volunteers. 

 

7. Indiana Supreme Court project on Lincoln.  Elizabeth Osborn reported that the 

Supreme Court has planned a project to celebrate the bicentennial of Lincoln’s 

birth in 2009.  She explained that Chief Justice Shepard thought the court should 

create a speaker’s bureau to talk about civic education in light of Abraham 

Lincoln.  Ms. Osborn said that she has created a lesson plan for teachers to use as 

well as talking points for lawyers and judges.  The project will send volunteer 

lawyers and judges to schools on Lincoln’s birthday (February 12
th

) to talk about 



why Lincoln was a lawyer.  Ms. Osborn informed the committee that Chief 

Justice Shepard would like the committee to help with recruiting judges for the 

project. 

 

8. Next meeting.  The next meeting will be held in November on a date to be 

determined. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jenny Bauer 

Staff Attorney 

Indiana Judicial Center 

 


